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Thanks!
We would like to thank all the volunteers that helped sew 
over 50 reusable grocery totes for the Epiphany Feed 
Your Neighbor Food Bank this summer. The Epiphany 
team was so excited to receive the totes this month. They 
said their clients will love them and will make them feel 
special to know we took the time to make something 
with them in mind. You ALL are true examples of the 
hands and feet of Christ in our community. We appreciate 
you! Currently we are knitting stocking cap hats for 
the children of Hawkins. If you are a knitter and would 
like to help with this project or hear more about our 
ongoing community outreach projects, please call Martha 
Ingersoll at 419-885-1461. The Priscilla Circle meets on 
the 2nd Thursday of every month at 9:30 in room 206, 
and we are always welcoming new members to our circle. 

Looking great outside our church, the grounds are a 
better aesthetic place because of 15 dedicated volunteers 
who took the time to clean the back tree line. All 43 trees 
were trimmed back and ground debris was cleared away. 
Thank you for all the effort put forth. With God’s guiding 
spirit we were able to move a “mountain of weeds.” 
Gratefully, Kay Heinrichs
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In Person & 
Livestream Worship

SATURDAY:
4:30pm worship: Focuses	on	the	scripture	and	message	of	
the	week	in	a	condensed,	30-minute	style.
SUNDAY:
• 8:30am Classic w/ Weekly Holy Communion: Includes	

Holy	Communion	served	every	week.		
• 9:45am Classic: Steeped	in	the	warm-hearted	 

Methodist	tradition	featuring	choral	and	organ	music.	
• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced,	featuring	our	praise	band.
• 6pm worship: Focuses	on	the	scripture	and	message	of	

the	week	in	a	condensed,	30-minute	style.
WEBSITE & FACEBOOK:
Watch	our	worship	online	at	epworth.com/live	or	on	our	
Facebook	page	at	facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30am: LIVE!	
• Sunday at 9:45am:	Rebroadcast	of	8:30	worship	service
• Sunday at 11:00am: LIVE!	
TELEVISION BROADCASTS:
Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB	-	Televised	broadcast	of	last	
week’s	worship.	[Cable	channel	40,	Local	channel	6]

Archived Sermons
All of our previous sermons are available at 
any time and on the go!
• Podcasts:	We	can	be	found	on	Apple,	Spotify,	and	

Google.	Visit	epworth.com/podcast	for	links.
• Website: Access	any	of	our	previously	streamed	 

sermons	24/7	at	epworth.com/sermons.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR 
NEWEST MEMBERS

Connie	&	Bob	Peters Dr	.Teresa	Betts-Cobau

Jennifer	Findsen
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Hello Team Epworth,

Jesus said, “The Kingdom of Heaven 
is like a farmer who scatters seed on 
the ground. Night and day the seeds 
sprout and grow.” It is interesting to 
note that September is the month 
of the farmer… a time traditionally 
recognized as hard work manifesting 
in plentiful blessings of crops and 
reaping all the good things that have been sown.  It is fitting 
then that the month begins by celebrating Labor Day and 
the dedication and commitment it represents. September 
unfolds as one of our longest months and one that often 
represents a shift in seasons as hot summer days gradually 
give way to cool autumn nights.  

In the ancient world, this time of year (and this month spe-
cifically) was linked to a refocusing of energies.  A moment 
of reflection to see how we have done and are doing to date 
and to organize or reorganize ourselves to face the rest of 
the year in the best possible way. In Spanish, it is the name 
of the month that has the most letters (ten). It is that figure 
that early Church historian Jerome mentioned as a repre-
sentation of inner reflection and development.  

Whatever this month means to you, remember it is full of 
opportunity for harvest, blessings, and focused personal 
improvement.  Jesus put it this way, “Even if you have faith 
the size of a mustard seed, the tiniest seed in the Bible, you 
can say to your difficulty move and nothing will be impos-
sible to you.” May these next several weeks manifest God’s 
blessings in and through you as together we help elevate the 
world around us.  

Have a Spectacular September,
Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher 
Senior Pastor

•	 THE MASON/MORGAN FAMILIES	on	the	
passing	of	David	Morgan,	father	of	Dave	
Mason.

•	 THE HICKMAN FAMILY	on	the	passing	of	
Vicki	Hickman,	wife	of	Bard	Hickman.

•	 THE FREEMAN FAMILY	on	the	passing	of	
Bob	Freeman,	husband	of	Josie	Freeman.

Sympathies .......... recent deaths

DIGITAL SECURITY TIPS
In light of the increasing number of phishing attempts, we 
wanted to remind all our members to be vigilant online 
and send you some tips to help keep you and your family’s 
digital property safe.

Email “Phishing” scams are one of the most popular tactics 
hackers employ to trick users into thinking they received an 
email from a close friend or a reputable company. Hackers 
will use fake but realistic-looking email addresses, your 
existing contacts, real logos, and other strategies to trick 
you into clicking a malicious link that could compromise 
your security.  

Be cautious, think before you click!
• DO NOT click links from emails that you weren’t expect-

ing or from contacts not already in your contact list.
• DO NOT open attachments that you weren’t expecting 

or seem suspicious.
• DO NOT send money or gift cards in response to an 

email. Your friends and loved ones will not ask you for 
money via email.  

Tips to spot a scam email:
• Misspelled words
• Strange or big requests
• Email looks weird and bare-boned
• Missing footer and navigation
• No contact information  
How to avoid these attacks:
• Above all else: Don’t click the link or open the attach-

ment
• Be skeptical. Start a new email thread rather than 

hitting reply
• Ask follow-up questions for clarification, or report to an 

IT company
• Be careful about the info you share on social media, 

oversharing can be used to target you
• Make sure any passwords are strong  

If you receive a message from an Epworth staff member, 
or fellow congregation member that seems suspicious, we 
want to know! Please call the church office to let us know at 
419.531.4236.

SUNDAY 6PM WORSHIP RETURNS!
Regular Sunday evening worship will return Sunday, Sep-
tember 18 at 6pm. We know life can get busy for everyone, 
especially in the fall for our families starting school and new 
extracurricular activities, which is why we are providing 
this 30-minute service. Be sure to check it out, it might be 
just what your spirit needs this fall! 

CHURCH OFFICE
Office Hours: The church office resumed winter hours of 
9am-5pm on Tuesday, September 6.
Columbus Day: The church office will be closed on October 
10 in honor of Columbus Day.
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GROW & CARE

FRIENDS IN FAITH: BUNCO
We meet at 6:30pm. Bring friends, no Bunco experience  
necessary! Bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share. 
Join us on Wednesday, September 14 at Karen Wyckoff’s 
house, 1959 Pinedale Dr., Toledo. RSVP to Kardav4@aol.com

FRIENDS IN FAITH: BOOK CLUB
If you are interested in joining Book Club, we meet on 
Tuesdays at June Galvin’s house, 3641 Christie Blvd., Toledo 
at 7pm. Dessert and interesting conversation are served up! 
Join us on September 27 as we discuss Boys in the Trees by 
Carly Simon.
A note from our Book Club host: Fully vaccinated or those 
who have recovered from COVID welcome. Masks always 
welcome. Please no unvaccinated other than those recovered 
from COVID.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Sometimes It’s Hard  

to Ask for Help

If you’re sad or struggling 
inside, don’t suffer alone. Ask 

for help. We’ve got a team of Stephen Ministers 
who are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and 

help you through a tough time. (It’s confidential 
too!) To find out more about Stephen Ministry for 

you or someone you know contact us at 
stephenministry@epworth.com. Our Stephen

 Ministers are there to care!

ADULT SINGLES
Single, divorced, and widowed adults in the Toledo commu-
nity are invited to join. Join us on Sunday, September 11 
at 2 pm for "Deathtrap" a matinee play at Village Players 
Theatre, 2740 Upton Ave, Toledo.  Seniors 60+ $18. Ticket 
reservations due by September 7. RSVP to Judi. Call 419-
874-0774 or email gales.121.91@bex.net.

UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES:
Sunday School Classes:
• 9:45am  |  Adult Bible Study  |  Rm 214  

Currently studying Freedom. Join us, all are welcome. 
• 9:45am | Coffee	&	Conversation | Rm 213 

Starting again on Sunday, September 11. Discuss 
modern day issues/current events and examine the 
teachings of Jesus in light of them.

Weekday Bible Study:
• 3:30pm | Thurs.	Afternoon Bible Study | Lobby 

Sept. 8 - Nov. 17: Pastor Swisher and Ed Bardi will 
co-lead an adult Bible study class. The topic is ACTS 
1-12 and they will use the book, Acts 1-12 For You, by R. 
Albert Mohler, Jr.  Sign up on the connections card, call 
419-214-3777, or email anneliese@epworth.com.

• 3pm  |  Tuesday Women's Study  |  Deep End 
Many of us want God’s Word to dwell richly in us, but 
life can get in the way. We’d never intentionally write 
chapters of confusion, failure, loss, pain, conflict, or 
suffering into our stories. Yet we often find ourselves 
in these seasons, struggling to embrace the Gospel 
hope we need to fill our discouraged souls. Join us 
as we follow Ruth Chou Simons study of the Book of 
Colossians, Truthfilled, a seven week study beginning 
September 6 at 3pm in the Deep End.  Please email 
Anneliese@epworth.com if you plan to attend and if 
you would like a book.  "Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly." —Colossians 3:16a

NEXT VESPERS SERVICE
The next Vespers service at Sunset House will be on Sep-
tember 13, all are welcome. Sunset house is located at 4020 
Indian Rd, Toledo, OH 43606. 

FAMILY DAY AT THE MUD HENS
Friends and family of all ages are 
invited to our annual outing for a 
Mud Hens baseball game verses 
the Columbus Clippers! Join us on 
September 25 at 1:05pm as our very 
own Epworth Chancel Choir will be 
performing the National Anthem to 
open the game. Then, make memories 

following the game watching fireworks and have the kids 
(12 and under) run the bases. If you want to sit with your 
Epworth family at the game, group tickets will be offered for 
$11. You can sign up online today by following the instruc-
tions below or sign up in the lobby on Sundays, September 
11 & 18 (please note: payment will be due at time of pur-
chase). If you have questions, please call the church office 
at 419.531.4236 or contact Jennie at jennie@epworth.com. 
Sign up online:
• Scan this QR code --->   

or go to epworth.com/mudhens
• Fill out RSVP form 
• Follow link at bottom of RSVP form or go 

to epworth.com/give, then click "give online"
• Make a one-time payment of the total amount:  

multiply $11 by # of tickets you are purchasing
• Please select Fund:  

Mud Hen Tickets – Sept 25, 2022 
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GROW & CARE & SERVE

Community 9/11 
Worship Event

September 11 at 7pm

Congresswoman
Marcy Kaptur
Keynote Speaker

Carty Finkbeiner 
3-term Mayor
of Toledo

Father Michael 
Shaheen
St. George 
Cathedral

Royce Taylor
Singer,
The Vogues

Rev. Cecil 
Thompson
Braden UMC

Erika D. White
President, CWA 
Local #4319

Senior Pastor
Dr. Stephen 
Swisher

HEALING & WHOLENESS SERVICE
The September Healing and Wholeness service is scheduled for September 
12 at 7pm in the chapel across from the sanctuary. It is a laity led service. In 
September, Dr. Swisher will participate in the service and offer communion. The 
service is a time to reconnect with God. We offer a time for sharing of joys and 
concerns, we offer up prayers, read Scriptures, sing hymns, and offer anointing 
with oil and a personal hands-on prayer to those who would accept it.

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR
Thank you, Epworth, for your continued generosity! It may seem like many 
of the same items but as soon as we put them on the shelf, they are gone. 

• Peanut butter and jelly
• Ramen noodles
• Crm. of mushroom soup
• crackers (any kind)
• canned chicken, tuna, or 

salmon

• canned spinach
• canned potatoes
• tomato sauce
• kidney beans
• hygiene products- bar soap, 

shampoo, and toothpaste

HAWKINS-STEMM	ACADEMY	PARTNERSHIP
The Epworth-Hawkins Partnership joined Hawkins STEMM Academy stu-
dents and staff in welcoming a new principal, Veda Winfield, when classes 
resumed in late August. Our team is excited to welcome back our continuing 
volunteers. We anticipate many requests from teachers for tutors and will 
be looking for more volunteers for our other programs and to assist with 
special events at Hawkins. If you’d like to find out more about volunteer 
opportunities at Hawkins, contact Barb at bmachin@bex.net. Volunteer 
applications can be picked up from the Hawkins mailbox at Epworth (inside 
Central Ave. doors) or download by clicking here.

ARTS & CRAFTS BAZAAR 
Fall is fast approaching and plans are progressing for the annual Arts 
& Crafts Bazaar on Saturday, November 5. We have a full contingent of 
vendors anxious to offer their hand-crafted items. Leaders have stepped up 
for our pantry, silent auction, coffee bar, vendor lunches, etc. Silent Auction 
solicitation is well underway! We encourage you to make your jams and 
jellies, and plan to donate gift cards, items, or services. Be thinking how you 
can best support this important UMW initiative! 100% of Bazaar proceeds 
go to support local missions. Our community non-profit  organizations rely 
on our support and need us more now than ever before.  

FURNITURE 
MINISTRY

STATISTICS    AUGUST
Families:			 15
Adults:		 19
Children:			 13
Furniture:			 145

YTD
77
90
91

789

BLESSINGS ITEMS MOST NEEDED:
Soup/cereal bowls, towels, large 

cooking pots, pans and large skillets

remember
honor

celebrate
----

all are
 welcome

https://dq5pwpg1q8ru0.cloudfront.net/2022/07/06/11/07/09/76f1eedc-e6bd-4521-8170-6078cea13bc4/volunteer%20opportunities%20form%202022-23%20revision.pdf
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KIDS & YOUTH 
EPWORTH KIDS IN SEPTEMBER
Elementary  | This month, 
Epworth’s Elementary kids will 
meet at 9:45 in the children’s 
wing and continue to explore 
God’s Big Story. In September 
we will focus on what the Bible 
teaches us about Trust!  

You don’t need to be walking a tight rope in a circus to know 
that trust is important. Every day we face moments where 
we need to trust someone or someone needs to trust us – 
not to mention how all of us need to continually trust God 
with whatever happens in our lives. Here’s how we define 
this month’s life app Trust: Putting your confidence in 
someone you can depend on. During their large group wor-
ship and small group discussion time the kids will focus on 
this month’s memory verse, “Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart. Do not depend on your own understanding." (Prov-
erbs 3:5) Our prayer this month is that your kids discover 
that the God of the Universe can be trusted no matter what! 

Preschool & Toddler 
This month, we continue our 
in-person gatherings during 
all Sunday morning worship 
services with hands-on, action 
packed large group/small group 
time. Epworth’s Preschool and 
Toddler kids will explore the 
Biblical truth: God loves me no 
matter what.  

This month’s theme will help early childhood children 
explore their emotions!  Emotions are like the lights on the 
dashboard of a car – they light up, so-to-speak, to let us 
know that something is happening on the inside. Here’s the 
good news, we are wonderfully made in God’s image and 
God gave us all of these emotions. During their Bible story 
time, they will work on memorizing this Bible Memory 
Verse: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart.” (Proverbs 3:5, 
NIV) Our prayer is that your little one will discover that God 
loves them A LOT and they can trust God with all of their 
heart and all of their feelings.

TRUNK-OR-TREAT	IS	OCTOBER	23	
Trunk-or-Treat will go from 5-7pm 
and is FREE to the entire community!  
Be sure to wear your costumes and 
be ready to Trunk-or-Treat for candy.  
Bring your friends!

Trunks: To sign up, email 
trunkortreat@epworth.com or call Jeff 
Roesti at 419-467-9932 to let us know! 
We need dozens of trunks to make this 
event a success.  

Donate candy & non-food treats:  If you can’t attend the 
event but would still like to lend your support, consider do-
nating a few bags of candy or non-food “treats” (to include 
children with dietary and medical restrictions) donations of 
store bought, individually wrapped pieces of candy and non-
food treats may be dropped off in the church office during 
regular business hours beginning October 1. 

Helpers: We will need help directing our community 
through this year’s trunk-or-treat event. Ambassadors 
would be working outside and inside, and will help direct 
our guests throughout the event.  This will ensure an enjoy-
able experience for all who attend. 

Trunk -or-
Treat

3RD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION
On Sunday, September 18 at the 9:45am worship service, 
we will present Bibles to our 3rd graders. They receive 
the Hands-On Bible, which is designed especially for young 
students and contains maps, charts, and study aids, all in an 
easy-to-read format. By working together, church and fam-
ily, we can build a strong foundation for your children. To 
register your student, or to ask any questions, please email 
Mary Roesti at mary@epworth.com. We kindly ask that you 
register by September 11 so we have enough Bibles for all 
those who wish to receive one. 

SWAT IN SEPTEMBER
Thank you for all the support that 
has been given to SWAT ministries. 
We have good things on the hori-
zon. We have started a new Donuts 
and Bible series on The Fruit of 
the Spirit that will be going on 
for another three weeks.  If you 
have any questions or comments, 
please let me know at jay@epworth.com or 419-214-3781. 

Sept 4: Family Worship/No Swat
Sept 7: Confirmation Dinner/Meeting 6:30pm in Lobby
Sept 11: Donuts & Bible/No SWAT
Sept 14: Parent Meeting 1: 7pm in The Deep End
Sept 18: Donuts & Bible/Parents Meeting 2, 12pm in The 
Deep End/SWAT Night 6pm in The Deep End 
Sept 24: Jr High game night 6:30-10pm
Sept 25: Donuts & Bible/SWAT night 6pm in The Deep End

CONFIRMATION DINNER 2022
September 7  |  6:30pm  |  Lobby  |  Dinner

For: Youth in 8th grade - youth in 9th & 10th grade 
who haven't been confirmed are welcome to join - 
youth in 11th grade+ may participate as leaders   

RSVP: Jay Whitney at jay@epworth.com or by 
phone at 419-214-3781
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SERVE & MUSIC
MUSIC REHEARSAL 
SCHEDULE	2022-2023

For more information about this and 
other programs, visit epworth.com/
music or contact the church office at 
419.531.4236. 

CHOIRS:
Chancel Choir
Beginning September 7
Thursdays 7:30-9pm  |  Choir room
College age and up
Cecil Baughman, director

Children’s Choir 
Beginning	September	21
Wednesdays 5:15-6pm  |  Room 205
Ages 3 through grade 5
Cecil Baughman

BELL CHOIRS:
Wesleyan Ringers
Beginning September 1
Thursdays 6:15-7:15pm   |  Sanctuary
College age and up
Cecil Baughman, director 

Tower Ringers 
Beginning September 11
Sundays 7-7:30pm   |  Sanctuary
Junior High and Senior High students
Cecil Baughman, director

Joy Ringers
Beginning	September	21
Wednesdays 6-6:30pm   |  Sanctuary
Grades 3 through 5
Cecil Baughman, director

CONTEMPORARY PRAISE TEAM
Year-round
Wednesdays 7pm   |  Sanctuary
Contact Kyle Folger, worship leader at 
Kyle@epworth.com if you're 
interested in participating. 

EPWORTH ARTIST SERIES
The Artist Series is an important part of the programming ministry at  
Epworth. By presenting local and regional talent, we provide events filled with music 
for our members as well as our community. Epworth’s Artist Series is proud to 
present the following concerts for the 2022–2023 season:

Christmas Music for Academy Brass Quintet And our Chancel Choir 
Join us for the Academy Brass Quintet and our Chancel Choir on Wednesday, 
December 7 at 7pm. This concert features the Chancel Choir, and The Academy Brass 
Quintet. We’ll sing favorite Christmas carols for choir and congregation and feature 
favorite Christmas carols as arranged for brass Quintet and choir. 

A Suite Afternoon of Organ Music
An afternoon of suites of music by American and French composers presented by 
Cecil Baughman on our Shantz organ on Sunday, February 12 at 6pm. Music by 
Florence Price, Gerald Near, Dan Locklair, Jean Langlais, Leon Boellmann, and Louis 
Vierne will make for an exciting afternoon of great music.

Winter Soiree Featuring Eric Dickey, Jazz Quintet
Sunday, March 19 at 6pm, Eric Dickey is a long established jazz artist in the vibrant 
Toledo jazz community.  He brings together local and international musicians to 
provide entertaining evenings filled with the dynamic rhythms, harmonies, and 
improvised melodies that are the hallmark of that uniquely American art form, jazz. 
Eric and his quintet can be seen at many venues in northwest Ohio and southeast 
Michigan.

As you can see, we have a wonderful and eclectic Artist Series planned this year.  
Your contributions have kept this vital ministry alive and well here at Epworth.  Your 
gifts have kept this from becoming a burden on our operating budget and allowed 
us to reach out into the community and bring new people into Epworth.  I ask you to 
prayerfully consider giving again this year as we continue to bring quality musical 
programs to our church and community.  Again thank you for your support.

GOOD WORKS MISSION TRIP
After a two-year hiatus, plans for our 11th mission trip to 
Good Works in Athens, Ohio, are well under way.  We will 
leave the morning of Tuesday October 4th and return Satur-
day morning October 8th.  We are so grateful for the won-
derful support the members of Epworth have shown as we 
did virtual mission trips the last two years.  If you would like 
to help with the ongoing needs of Good Works, gift cards for 
Lowe's and Kroger are needed. Gift cards for McDonald's, 
Wendy's, Taco Bell, Chipotle, and Arby's, which are provided 
to people living in the Timothy House homeless shelter, would be greatly appreci-
ated. Monetary gifts can be made in the form of checks made out to Epworth with 
“Good Works” in the memo line.  Please turn any of these into the church office in en-
velopes marked “Good Works.”  We will deliver all donations when we go to Athens 
in October.

One last thing...there is a need for vehicles for the Good Works Transformation 
Station. They are about to provide car #194 to a community member. They need 
used cars in good working condition that people would be willing to donate. What 
an amazing gift that would be! Thanks so much! The Good Works Leadership Team: 
Dave and Polly Richardson (419-908-0590) & Bob and Bobbi Sanders (419-250-
2392)
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4855	W.	Central	Avenue
Toledo,	Ohio		43615-2337

Epworth Chancel Choir will be 
performing the National Anthem 

to open the game. Afterwards, 
enjoy the fireworks & kids can 

run the bases!

SIGN UP ONLINE!
Scan the QR code -->

or go to epworth.com/mudhens & follow the instructions

 September 25 
 1:05pm at 5/3rd Field


