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December Tower Deadline:
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19

E-mail articles & pictures to 
communications@epworth.com

November 2021
2-3     INFO & ANNOUNCEMENTS
 +   Sympathies
 +   Welcome our Newest Members
	 +			Church	Office
 +   Thanks!
	 +			Letter	from	Dr.	Swisher
	 +			Stewardship	Letter
 +   Good News Items

4-6 GROW & CARE
	 +			Regional	Veterans	Day	Celebration
 +   Friends in Faith Bunco, Book Club
 +   Christmas Concert
 +   Sunday School & Bible Studies
 +   Flu Shot Clinic
 +   Bishop Willimon Guest Preaching
	 +			2021	Charge	Conference
 +   Christmas Episode Pastor's Point
 +   Healing & Wholeness Service
 +   Home Health Care Medical Supplies
 +   Stephen Ministry

7  GROW: KIDS & FAMILIES
 +   Gingerbread House Workshop
 +   Kids in November
	 +			Help	us	Make	Frosting	
 +   SWAT in November

8-9  SERVE & CARE
 +   Hawkins STEMM Academy Partnership
 +   Feed Your Neighbor
 +   Recylce-It at Epworth
 +   Communion Stewards
 +   Furniture Ministry
	 +			St.	Paul's	:	Donate	Thanksgiving	Turkey
 +   Media Ministry
	 +			Poinsettia	Orders

10  ADVENT GIVING
 +   We Three Trees
	 +			Salvation	Army	Bell	Ringers
	 +			St.	Paul's:	Donate	a	Christmas	Ham
	 +			Hat,	Mitten,	Scarf,	Glove	Collection

11  FINANCE TEAM UPDATE

Sympathies	.................	 	recent deaths
•	 THE RICHARDSON FAMILY	on	the	passing	of	

John	Connors,	Polly	(Dave)	Richardson's	brother.
•	 THE ANGLE & KOEGLER FAMILIES on the 

passing	of	Marilyn	Antle,	Jayme	(Keith)	Koegler's	
mother	&	Ryan	Koegler's	grandmother.

Stay Connected
• Weekly E-Newsletter  -	Sign	up	for	the	weekly	

e-newsletters!		Go	to:	epworth.com/email
• Obituary Notifications 

Sign	up	to	receive	obituary	notifications!			 
Go	to:	epworth.com/email

• Social Media

/EpworthToledo

In Person Worship
Saturday:
• 4:30pm 30-minute Worship Service: Hear an inspiring 

message	of	faith	and	hope	at	this	30	minute	service	in	
the	Sanctuary.

Sunday:
• 8:30am Worship w/ Weekly Holy Communion: This 

classic service includes Holy Communion served every 
week.		

• 9:45am Classic: Steeped in the warm-hearted  
Methodist	tradition	featuring	choral	and	organ	music.	

• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced	and	featuring	our	praise	
band.		

Livestream Worship
Website & Facebook:
Watch	our	worship	online	at	epworth.com/live	or	on	our	
facebook	page	at	facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30am & 11am: LIVE! 
• Sunday at 9:45am:	Rebroadcast	of	8:30am	worship	

service
Television Broadcasts:
• Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB -Toledo’s religious inde-

pendent	TV	station	-	televised	broadcast	of	last	week's	
worship.	[Dish	channel	40,	Local	channel	6.]

Archive Worship
If you missed the message live, all of our worship 
services are available at any time and on the go!
• Podcasts: We stream our worship services on apple, 

spotify,	and	google	podcasts.	Visit	us	online	at 
epworth.com/podcast	for	links.

• Website: Access	any	of	our	previously	streamed	 
sermons	24/7	at	epworth.com/sermons.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKS!
Bible Presentation Sunday  |  On Sunday, October 17th our 3rd and 4th graders were 
presented with their very own Bibles as a gift from you, their church family! The Bible 
the children received is The Hands On Bible, which is a new living translation especially 
designed for students and contains maps, charts, and study aids, all in an easy-to-read 
format. After they received their Bibles in worship, the children and their parents gath-
ered for a special hands-on workshop where they explored fun ways to use the Bible at 
home so God’s Word can become imprinted on their hearts as they seek to live a life of 
love and light! 

Another Successful Virtual Mission Trip  | Thank you so much for your generous spirit to continue the Good Works Mission in Ath-
ens, Ohio.  The totals are $18,232.00;  $425 in gift cards to Lowe’s, and $30 in gift cards to Kroger.  The money total was amazing to 
us!  The backstory is that a gentleman was visiting Epworth last year and saw the video Pastor Steve and Keith Wasserman made at 
Good Works in 2020. This gentleman is a member of the Greater Toledo Community Foundation.  He was instrumental in arranging 
to have the money we raised last year be matched this year. Amazing how God is at work for good in the world.  The Good Works or-
ganization workers' spirits were lifted after such a difficult year!  Thanks also to those of you who brought goods to our table that will 
be put to use immediately.  Thank you, thank you, thank you. The Epworth Good Works Leadership Team… Bob and Bobbi Sanders, 
Dave and Polly Richardson, Larry and Kristine Martin.

Trunk-or-Treat | We would like to extend a sincere thank you to everyone who helped make 
this year’s Trunk-or-Treat a success. Despite the cold, rainy weather, Epworth hosted hundreds 
of guests for an outstanding on campus experience. Whether you were here helping as the 
hands and feet of Christ during the event, or you were one of the many who donated candy, 
we want you to know that because of you seeds were planted in His name! Smile after smile 
on the faces of the children and families who attended were evidence of the love that you all 
helped extend to our community on behalf of Christ. In addition, we were able to bless two of 
our mission partners (Sylvania Area Family Services and Feed Your Neighbor) with the leftover 
donated candy for their trick-or-treat events that took place.  With Gratitude, Jeff Boze & Jeff 
Roesti  Trunk-or-Treat Event Co-Chairs 

Epworth Arts & Crafts Bazaar  |  THANK YOU to our vendors, volunteers, donors, and shoppers. You contributed to the suc-
cess of another Arts & Crafts Bazaar!  UMW sincerely appreciates your help in raising funds to support local missions.

Personals:
Thank you and all the staff for all my cards and prayers.  I can’t wait to get back on all the committees I am used to helping 
with.  I appreciate all the prayers so very much and hope this is my last operation for some time as I have always been a healthy 
person who could take care of others. Love to all, Luann Alleman

To my Epworth Friends, I wish to express my profound thanks and gratitude to everyone who came to my home this spring 
and summer to weed, mulch, trim growth, and plant flowers, transforming my yard into an area of beauty and tranquility.  I 
received so many words of encouragement and prayers for healing during this time.  Even though the medical treatments took 
a toll on my body, this outpouring of generosity and kindness lifted my spirit and brought joy to my heart.  With deep apprecia-
tion and love, and in His name, Tricia North 

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!
SELAH AND 
CATHERINE 
CUNNINGHAM

CATHY 
BOHNERT

CHURCH OFFICE 
Please note, the church 
office will be closed on 
Thursday, November 
11 in observance of 
Veterans Day. The church 
building will remain 
open for all scheduled 
events, including the 
Veterans Day celebration. 
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GROW
Believing that God is with you is one of the healthiest and most encouraging concepts of the Christian 
faith.  Isaiah 43:5 reminds us “Do not be afraid for I am with you.”  

I have no doubt that you believe in God, but do you really believe that God is with you, on your side, by 
your side, in you, helping you?

When you have this awe-inspiring faith in God, when you really believe in Him and then call upon Him, 
He will answer you.  As you practice this way of thinking you will become aware of the miraculous pres-
ence of Almighty God involved in your day to day world.  

The verse of Scripture I referenced at the beginning of this article is probably one of the greatest state-
ments ever made in the history of human existence on this earth. “Do not be afraid for I am with you.”   We are taught this but do 
we really keep it in mind?

Think big.  And then think the biggest thought of all—that you are not alone, that God will always help you.  

Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher
Senior Pastor

Dear friends,
Thank you for your faithful commitment to Christ through Epworth UMC. Even through 
the challenging months of the pandemic we did not scale back mission or ministry and 
that was largely due to your support… prayerfully, emotionally, spiritually, and financial-
ly.  We are all very grateful for God’s graciousness and for your generosity.    

Each dollar that is given to Epworth impacts those in need throughout our church and 
community and shares the message of Jesus’ love as together we seek to make disciples 
of Jesus for the transformation of the world. The great news about this reality is that 
your effort and financial sustenance continues to have immediate impact and eternal 
significance.

2 Corinthians 9 reads in part, “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things and at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in 
every good work.”  

With that heart-warming and heart-rewarding message in mind, we ask you to give from the heart and remember, 100% 
participation means we’re all in it together.  When you think about it, no matter what size of gift we pledge to the Lord through 
Epworth, each of us is a part of making our church, community, state, and world a better place.  What a purpose, what a goal, 
what a legacy.  Even relatively small gifts combined accrue to large impact.  

I look forward to joining you in the days ahead as we celebrate Commitment Sunday on November 14 and offer our gifts to 
God as we close out 2021 strong and embrace the Faith adventures awaiting us in 2022.

Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher
Senior Pastor

Good News: Broadcast Worship Community
Thank you for sharing the “word” with us 
shut-ins. May His blessings be upon you.

-Patsy, Toledo OH

Thank you so much again for your dynamic TV 
ministry.

-Helen, Sylvania OH
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GROW

FRIENDS IN FAITH BOOK CLUB
Everyone is welcome to join us at 7 pm on the 4th Tuesday 
of each month. Dessert and water will be served (or bring 
your own drink). Please RSVP to June at jargalvin@yahoo.
com. Join us on November 23 as we read Shepherds Abiding 
by Jan Karon. 

REGIONAL VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION 
On Thursday, November 11 we’re hosting a Veterans Day service honoring women and men 
of Lucas County who have served and currently serve our nation in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Special keynote speakers for the event will be U.S. Representative Marcy Kaptur, State  
Representative Paula Hicks-Hudson, and State Senator Teresa Fedor. 

U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur represents the people of Ohio’s 9th Congressional District and is 
currently the longest serving woman in the history of the U.S. House of Representatives. Rep. 
Hudson, who represents District 44 in the Ohio House of Representatives, made history as 
the first black female Mayor of Toledo. Senator Fedor represents Senate District 11 and has 
served in the Ohio General Assembly since 2001.  

The service will feature patriotic music and the color guard from the Springfield School  
System led by First Sergeant Rickey Thomas. If you are a veteran and plan to attend, please 
send your name and photo to marla@epworth.com for us to include in a special  
commemoration so we may honor you for your service to our nation.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:45AM:
• Adult Bible Study | Rm 214  

Hospitality to Strangers
• Coffee	&	Conversation | Rm 213 

Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES:
• 1pm | Tues Womens Bible Study | Deep End 

Beginning Nov. 2, join us for Who Needs Christmas by 
Andy Stanley. This is a four-week DVD/discussion 
study. 

• 6:30pm | Advent Wednesday Oasis | Sanctuary 
Join us beginning Nov. 3 for a 
4-week study led by Dr. Swish-
er, which will focus on Biblical 
principles in the Christmas 
classic It’s a Wonderful Life. 
Email Hannah at Hannah@
epworth.com to be a part of this 
meaningful holiday experience.

FRIENDS IN FAITH BUNCO
Our next gathering will be at Judy Sebring’s on Wednesday, 
November 10 at 6:30pm.  Please bring a side-dish, appe-
tizer, or dessert to share with approximately 12 people.  We 
are an open group so feel free to bring friends.  No experi-
ence is necessary.  Please RSVP to Judy at 
Judyseb7@gmail.com.

FLU SHOT CLINIC
The clinic is scheduled on Sunday, November 7 in the gym 
from 8am-12:30pm. The Health Department will require 
you to sign-up for appointments in advance. To sign up, 
please visit epworth.com/flushot.  

All you will need to bring to the appointment is your insur-
ance card, a photo ID, and there will also be a consent form to 
sign. Contact jennie@epworth.com for more info.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Join us on December 1 at 
7pm in the sanctuary for our 
annual Christmas concert 
featuring the Epworth Chan-
cel Choir and the Academy 
Brass Quintet. 

Hear your favorite carols 
performed by the choir and Academy Brass, and join in an 
audience sing-along. In memory of the 80th anniversary 
of Pearl Harbor, we will honor veterans of all our service 
branches as part of our program. This is a free community 
event so bring your friends, neighbors, and coworkers and 
ring in the beginning of the Christmas season.
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GROW & CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE MEDICAL SUPPLIES
A reminder to our Epworth family that there are home 
health care medical supplies available at Epworth for short-
term and long-term use. Items such as walkers, crutches, 
canes, bathroom accessories, and more are available for 
your use. 

Contact the church office if you are in need of any home 
health care items and we will work to fill your need!

STEPHEN MINISTRY
TIME TO GIVE 

THANKS….
Loving others in Jesus’ 

name is a challenge 
and an opportunity 

for all God’s children.  
Christians need to be 

thankful that the Holy Spirit has given gifts to 
each of us to use in service to others and to build 
up the church (1 Corinthians 12:7–11). Stephen 

Ministers rely on those gifts to provide Christ-
centered care to someone you know… a friend, 
neighbor, fellow church member, co-worker, or 

relative… who is going through a difficult time and 
who could benefit from the focused care, 

encouragement, and support of a Stephen 
Minister.  Contact stephenministry@epworth.com 
or talk to a Stephen Minister (blue name tags) for 
details. It’s a great way for you to show how much 

you care!

HEALING AND WHOLENESS 
The laity of the Healing and 
Wholeness worship team invite 
you to join us for this once a 
month unique worship oppor-
tunity.  We offer the chance for 
sharing of joys and concerns, 
either privately during moments 

of reflection or openly with the group during a time for 
sharing.  We use the time to reconnect with God through 
prayer, Scripture, and hymns.  Anointing with oil and hands-
on prayer are available for those who wish to receive it. 

When Pastor Swisher is available, he offers Holy Commu-
nion. In addition to your health regiment, we seek healing of 
body, mind, and spirit.  Join us November 8 at 7pm for the 
next healing and wholeness service.

2021 CHARGE CONFERENCE
Our Charge Conference is scheduled for November 21 at 4pm at Church of the Cross UMC in Toledo.  This will be held in the 
context of several other United Methodist Churches in a group setting.  As per our District/Confer-
ence rules only members of the Leadership Team and committee members may vote at the Charge 
Conference.  However, any church member is invited to attend.

BISHOP WILLIMON GUEST PREACHING
Bishop Will Willimon will help us launch the Advent season by guest preaching on Sunday, December 5! 
Bishop Willimon is the Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry and Dean of the Doctor of Ministry 
program at Duke Divinity School.   For 8 years he served as the Resident Bishop of the North Alabama 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. He is the author of 70 books with more than 3 million in print.   
His latest book is: God Turned Toward Us: The A,B,C’s of the Christian Faith.

He has been a close friend and mentor of our Senior Pastor for more than a decade and he has been a fre-
quent virtual guest speaker over the last two years.  This will be his first in-person visit to Epworth United 

Methodist Church and Northwest Ohio.  

CHRISTMAS EPISODE OF PASTOR'S POINT
Dr. Swisher and his daughter Emily recently taped the Christmas episode of Pastor’s Point to be 
aired throughout the month of December on WLMB TV 40, Local Channel 6.   Be sure to tune in to 
this broadcast or set your DVR's.
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GROW: KIDS, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES

WHAT KIDS ARE EXPLORING IN NOVEMBER
Elementary | 9:45am 
This month, Epworth’s Elementary kids will continue to 
meet at 9:45 in the children’s wing. If you are unable to 
join us in person, our Epworth Kids Elementary Wor-
ship will continue to be streamed live at 10am on our 
facebook page, facebook.com/Epworthkids and digital 
devotional materials at epworth.com/kidsathome. 

We will explore what the Bible has to say about this month’s life app Contentment: 
Learning to be okay with that you have.  During their large group worship and small 
group discussion time the kids will focus on this month’s memory verse: “Then he 
said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more 
things. Life it not made up of how much a person has.’" (Luke 12:15) Our prayer is 
that this month, your children will learn that having more isn’t the key to happiness. 
Instead, being content with what they have is the key to a happy life in Christ!

Preschool & Toddler | Sunday AM services
This month, we continue our in-person gatherings 
during all Sunday morning worship services. Epworth’s 
Preschool and Toddler kids will explore the Biblical 
truth: I can thank God for everything!  If you are unable 
to join us in person, we will post the First Look Early 
Childhood Worship on our facebook page, facebook.
com/Epworthkids  and digital devotional materials at 

epworth.com/kidsathome.

This hands-on, action-packed large group/small group time will utilize a community 
garden theme to help your early childhood children discover that our awesome God 
provides so many blessings in our lives that we can be thankful for! During their 
Bible story time, they will work on memorizing this Bible Memory Verse: “I will give 
thanks to the Lord with my whole heart.” (Psalm 111:1) It is our prayer that your 
little ones will begin to see so many things in their lives to be grateful for that their 
hearts will overflow with gratitude for all God’s blessings! 

HELP US MAKE FROSTING!
Help is needed making gingerbread 
house frosting! If you would like to 
help make frosting for the 24th An-
nual Gingerbread House Workshop, 
please join us on:
• Tuesday, Nov. 30 @ 11:15am
• Wednesday, Dec. 1  @ 6:15pm
We also need help with clean up/tear 
down on: 
• Sunday, Dec. 2, 3:30-4:30pm
Sign up on the connection card in late 
November, or e-mail Mary Roesti at 
mary@epworth.com to let us know 
you’re able to help! 

Sundays at 9:45am: 
Donuts & The Bible
Junior SWAT (6-8th grade): Meet in 
the Junior High Room
Senior SWAT (9-12th grade): Meet in 
the Deep End 

Sunday Night's: Deep End
6-7:30pm - Junior SWAT & 7:30-9pm 
- Senior SWAT

STUDENT MINISTRIES 
Students With A Task 

24th Annual Gingerbread  House Workshop
Sunday, December 5  |  2-4pm  | Gym

24th AnnualYou, your family, friends, and neighbors are invited to 
join us on Sunday, December 5 from 2 - 4pm in the Gym! 
This event is family friendly fun for all ages!  Houses are 
$10 each. Keep in mind, they must be reserved and paid 

for in advance.  Bring extra decorations to share. Frosting 
and a few candies will be provided with your kit.  Invite 

your family, friends, and neighbors- the more the merrier, 
but we only have room for 100 houses, so don’t delay! 

Contact Mary at 419.214.3776 or email her at 
Mary@epworth.com.
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COMMUNION STEWARDS 
Are you looking for a fun, 
meaningful way to serve your 
Epworth Family?  We are 
currently looking for volun-
teers to join the Communion 
Stewards team.  As a Steward 
you would help prepare the 

altar before communion services. In addition to setting up 
for communion, stewards also help reset the altar and assist 
the ushers with any clean up after the service.  

We are looking for Stewards at all 3 of the worship services 
on Sunday mornings.  We currently serve communion every 
week at the 8:30am service and the first Sunday of the 
month at 9:45am & 11:00am.  If you are interested, please 
reach out to Laura at lauraellenoh@bex.net for more info.

SERVE & CARE

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR
Epworth thanks you for continuing to be so generous in your donations for Feed Your Neighbor.  The needs for November 
and December are as follows: cans of carrots, peas, mixed vegetables, cream of mushroom soup, saltine crackers, jelly, instant 
mashed potatoes, pork and beans, cake mix and frosting appropriate for Thanksgiving, and bar soap.  If you have any questions, 
contact Carol Bardi at cpb5538@gmail.com.

HAWKINS STEMM ACADEMY PARTNERSHIP
The Epworth-Hawkins Partnership sponsored its second Kindergarten Family Night in 

September. Families of kindergarten students were invited for a meal and presentation by 
Hawkins kindergarten teachers and principal Beth Stretavski on the benefits of reading 

with young children.  Following the presentation, each family received a copy of "Pete the 
Cat: Rocking in my School Shoes". The Partnership welcomed two new volunteers in 

October, Karen Baker-Zepf and Jan Fraunfelder. New volunteers attended an orientation 
and joined continuing volunteers for trainings in Epworth’s Deep End. Volunteer Judy 
Hanes opened each training session by showing volunteers some of the mindfulness techniques she has been 

teaching Hawkins students. Hawkins instructional coach Cindi Madanski then provided a hands-on introduction 
to the project based learning methods being used at Hawkins, and volunteers then had an opportunity to practice 

coding a small robot to follow a route through a maze. She encouraged those interested in learning about the 
projects Hawkins classes are engaged in to visit the Hawkins STEMM Academy Toledo Facebook page. It’s not too 

late to volunteer at Hawkins! New opportunities in tutoring and other areas continue to open up. Contact Barb 
Machin (bmachin@bex.net) or Pat Holmberg  (holmpb@sbcglobal.net) for more information.

RECYCLE-IT	AT	EPWORTH
November is Correct Recycling Month and November 15 is America Recycles Day! On Saturday, November 13 from 9am– 12 
noon Epworth is holding a recycle event where you can recycle electronic waste,* candy wrappers, yard & political signs, paper, 
and Styrofoam in our south lot. Information will also be available on how to properly recycle items such as paint, household 
hazardous waste, and more! *Electronic waste is anything with an electric cord. Large appliances and CRT monitors are NOT 
accepted. 

FURNITURE MINISTRY

Items needed for 
blessings area:

toasters, crockpots, 
and towels

STATISTICS    OCTOBER:
Families:			 13
Adults:		 18
Children:			 24
Furniture:			 120

2021:
120
149
146

1,124
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SERVE

GET INVOLVED IN SHARING CHRIST’S 
MESSAGE!
Are you into technology or have you always wanted 
to be? Start now and make an eternal impact. We 
need YOU to help us with our new and improved 
media ministry production team! Training will be 
provided, so no previous experience or knowl-
edge is necessary, just a willingness to serve and 
learn! The majority of help is needed at our 11am 
modern worship service. However, livestreaming 
assistance is also needed at our 8:30am worship 
services, occasional community-wide events, and at 
our Wednesday Oasis Bible studies. Please contact 
Kyle@epworth.com. Various media ministry serving 
opportunities are listed below.

Worship at 11am:
• Projectionist – control pre-built lyric and ser-

mon slides/ graphics on sanctuary screen.
• Sanctuary Audio Operator (sanctuary) - 

control when pre-made audio clips start/stop, 
switch microphones on/off, mix the band, 
change the lighting as appropriate.

• Camera Operator - operates the manual cam-
era in the sanctuary with direction provided by 
the control room.

• Livestream Audio Operator - mix the band, 
turn microphones on/off, monitor live stream 
audio level.

• PTZ Camera Operator/Director – ensure ele-
ments move along correctly and on schedule.

• Video Switcher - select the camera view for 
the livestream.

Worship at 8:30am:
• Camera Operator - operates the manual cam-

era in the sanctuary with direction provided by 
the control room.

• Camera/Video Switches - operates the video 
switcher, robotic cameras, directs the manual 
camera, and checks the livestream functionality. 

Wednesday Oasis Bible studies:
A single operator is needed for this, but it involves 
a setup process that involves audio, camera setup, 
and operating the video switcher and cameras 
from the control room.

CHRISTMAS EVE 
POINSETTIA ORDER/ 
DONATION FORM 

If you would like to honor 
or memorialize a loved 
one during the Christmas 
season,	we	have	two	options	
available.  
1. You	can	order	a	poinsettia	to	take	home,	or	
2. You	can	make	a	donation	to	the	Christmas	Flower	Fund.		

Commemorations	will	be	listed	in	the	December	19th	
bulletin.	Thank	you	for	supporting	this	ministry.	

Please return this form with your payment to the church 
office	or	place	it	in	the	offering	plate.	Purchased	plants	may	
be picked up AFTER the 11pm Christmas Eve Service. 

Donor Name(s): 

_______________________________________________________
(Please print clearly, as you wish to be listed) 

Phone:  (_______)  ________  -  _____________      
In Memory of and/or In Honor of:  ( <--  Please circle one)

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

41/2”	Poinsettia	Blooms		#______		x		$10		=		 $___________

61/2”	Poinsettia	Blooms		#______		x		$15	=			 $___________

General	Christmas	Flower	Fund	Donation:						 $___________

TOTAL	ORDER:		 	 	 												 $___________

ORDER DEADLINE IS MONDAY 
NOVEMBER 22

Please make checks payable to Epworth 
United Methodist Church, memo line: 

Christmas Flowers 

ST. PAUL’S TURKEYS FOR A THANKS-
GIVING DINNER
Please consider helping St. Paul’s Community Cen-
ter as they prepare and serve a Thanksgiving meal 
to people without homes in our community.  Place 
your turkey in the church freezer by Monday, No-
vember 22.  Volunteers from the Outreach Mission 
Committee will deliver the turkeys to St. Paul’s by 
Thanksgiving. 
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ADVENT GIVING 2021
"WE THREE TREES" ADVENT 2021
This Advent season, Epworth has several ways  for our parishioners to help our neighbors 
in need. This project is inspired by the three magi who traveled to meet the baby Jesus with 
precious gifts to honor and worship him. The three giving trees will be up starting Sunday, 
November 28.  Two of the trees will be located in the lobby and one will be located near the 
Central Ave. entrance door.  We are soliciting monetary donations this year.  The trees will 
have “ornaments” hanging on them describing the projects we are supporting this Advent 
season. Take as many tags as you would like. Please make donations by Monday, December 
27.

• Hawkins Elementary Stemm Academy  We hope to raise enough in donations to 
reward a boy and girl in each class at Hawkins STEMM Academy with a $25 reward for 
showing the most growth in their computerized literacy program.

• Feed Your Neighbor Consider a monetary donation to assist our local Feed Your Neigh-
bor Food Pantry. They are in need of funds to purchase needed food items for clients since food donations have decreased 
as many churches are still closed.  Our partner pantry is located in Epiphany Lutheran Church on Reynolds Rd. and serves 
persons in our local neighborhoods.

• St. Paul’s Community Center  Our long time partner would like our assistance with making donations that will go toward 
necessary toiletries for their clients such as towels, razors, T-shirts, deodorant, etc. Donations of any kind are much appre-
ciated!

• Heifer International  Heifer International is a non-profit, humanitarian organization dedicated to ending world hun-
ger and saving the earth by providing livestock, trees, training, and other resources to help poor families in the USA and 
around the globe. You can purchase heifers, llamas, goats, tree seedlings, honey bees, pigs, chickens, and more! Check out 
the tree “ornaments" for specific amounts to “purchase” these animals.

These donations can be dropped in the offering plate or brought to the church office during the week. Please be sure and write 
“Advent” and the agency you would like your donation to go towards in the memo section. OR donations can be made at the 
Epworth website, make sure you write in “Advent" and/or the agency you want your funds designated for. 

OTHER ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES:

• SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS We are happy that our Epworth volunteers are once 
again able to ring the Salvation Army Red Kettle bell this Christmas season. We will be ringing at 
Kroger on 7545 Sylvania Ave in Sylvania. (off King Rd.) on:

• Thursday, Dec. 9 from 11am-7pm in one-hour shifts
• Friday, Dec. 10 from 11am-7pm in one-hour shifts
• Saturday, Dec. 11 from 11am-7pm in one-hour shifts

This is a wonderful service activity for everyone... individuals, families, and friends.  Sign-up sheets 
will be in the church lobby starting Sunday, Nov. 21. E-mail Susan at Susankanwal@gmail.com  or 
call 419-250-4877 with questions.

• ST. PAUL’S: DONATE HAMS FOR A CHRISTMAS DINNER Thank you for helping 
St. Paul’s Community Center as they prepare and serve a Christmas meal to people without homes 
in our community. Mark your ham (traditional or football style) and put it in the church refrigera-
tor. Hams will be delivered to St. Paul’s through Monday, December 20.

• HAT, MITTEN, SCARVES & GLOVES COLLECTION  We will be collecting new hats, 
mittens, gloves, and scarves for children and adults in our area.  There will be a designated Christ-
mas tree in the lobby starting Nov. 28 to place the items as well as a bin near the Central Ave. door. 
Please bring items in by Monday, Dec. 27.
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A Message from the Epworth Finance Team: 

Since	the	start	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	many	organizations	(businesses,	church-
es,	and	other	non-profits)	have	faced	extraordinary	financial	challenges,	and	Epworth	
has	not	been	spared.	While	our	attendance	has	been	rebounding	and	the	excitement	
and passion for ministry of our current and new members is high, our giving has not 
rebounded quite as quickly as we had hoped during the second half of 2021. However, 
tithes	and	second	mile	donations	continue	to	come	in	for	which	we	are	very	grateful.	
We	know	the	dedication	of	Epworth’s	members	to	the	ministry	of	Christ	through	this	
Church will encourage giving which will help us end 2021 strong and begin 2022 on a 
firm	financial	footing.	

As of 9/30/21, we believe it is important that all Epworth members know the 
following:
• We	have	welcomed	20	new	Epworth	members	this	calendar	year	as	well	as	51	new	members	(including	Confirmands)	

in 2020.
• Our	pledge	income	receipts	to	date	are	$187,294	under	budget	(unfavorable).	
• Our	pastoral	and	staff	payroll	expenses	are	$59,324	under	budget	(favorable).	This	savings	was	due	in	large	part	to	2	of	our	

pastors	moving	on	to	exciting	new	assignments	and	not	being	replaced	at	this	time.
• Variances	to	budget	for	other	revenue	and	expense	items	are	minor	in	comparison	but	favorable.	
• In	order	to	address	our	budget	shortfall	and	meet	our	cash	flow	needs	for	operations,	we	are	thankful	that	we	have	

had	the	ability	to	use	the	church’s	other	financial	reserves	(Legacy	Fund	cash	reserve	and	Waterford	Bank	line	of	cred-
it).	We	are	blessed	to	have	these	stopgap	options	in	times	of	need.

• In	total,	we	have	a	September	year-to-date	loss	of	$4,037.

Many	questions	have	been	asked	about	spending	for	“media,”	which	we	characterize	as	“outreach.”	Our	net	expenses	
through	September	30	(after	donations)	are	$69,714.	This	is	$22,786	under	our	budget	(favorable)	of	$92,500.	The	total	
amount	spent	on	media	and	equipment	is	$295,234	($225,381	for	TV/newspaper	and	$69,853	for	equipment).	We	are	
very	grateful	that	total	donations	from	members,	the	church’s	Trustees	and	the	Legacy	Endowment	Fund	were	$225,519,	
resulting	in	the	$69,714	net	expense.	Going	forward,	the	church	has	hired	a	local	firm	(Hart	&	Associates)	to	help	us	devel-
op	a	media	strategy	for	an	efficient	and	targeted	“Outreach	Media”	plan	in	2022.		We	fully	expect	that	our	2022	Outreach	
Media	budget	will	be	significantly	smaller	now	that	we	have	the	equipment	infrastructure	in	place	and	from	experience	
gained this year.

It	is	worth	noting	that	our	new	building	mort-
gage	continues	to	be	paid	down	on	schedule	and	
was	refinanced	at	a	lower	interest	rate;	we	are	
100%	current	with	our	apportionment	obliga-
tions	to	the	Church	District	and	Conference,	and	
our church Mission/Outreach programs remain 
fully funded.

Our	financial	outlook	for	the	remainder	of	2021	
is	cautious	but	hopeful	that	year-end	pledge	
fulfillments	and	other	contributions	will	bring	us	
back in line with our budget needs. 

As we close 2021 and move into 2022, our com-
mitment	is	to	publish	quarterly	financial	updates	
in	The	Tower.	If	you	have	any	questions	on	fi-
nances, please feel free to contact Peter Machin 
(Church Treasurer) at peter@epworth.com. 

Thank you!
The Epworth Finance Team

FINANCE TEAM UPDATE

PROFORMA	SEPTEMBER	2021	YEAR-TO-DATE
 
RESOURCES 
Pledges,	Contributions,	Offerings	 		 $935,283
All	Other	 	 	 	 		 $158,721	
	 Total	Resources	 		 	 $1,094,004	
 
EXPENSE 
Programs	 	 	$52,302	
Church	Operations	&	Administration	 		 $189,326	
Outreach	Media	&	Advertising	 		 $69,714	
Lay	&	Pastoral	Personnel	 	 	$557,990	
Mortgage	 		 $71,028	
Apportionments,	Missions,	Outreach	 		 $149,294	
All	Other		 	 	$8,387	
	 Total	Expense	 		 $1,098,041	
  
INCOME	OVER/(UNDER)	EXPENSE	 		 $(4,037)
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4855	W.	Central	Avenue
Toledo,	Ohio		43615-2337

24th Annual Gingerbread  House Workshop
Sunday, December 5  |  2-4pm  | Gym

24th Annual

We only have room for 100 houses, so don’t delay! 
Reservations are first come, first served. To reserve 
your house(s), e-mail Mary at mary@epworth.com.

Held in our Gym  (so your home stays mess free!) 

Kits are just $10 each

Houses must be reserved and paid for in advance

Bring extra decorations to share

Invite your family, friends, and neighbors 


