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ARTS &
CRAFTS BAZAAR

and Silent Auction

9am-4pm
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6

THE 
EPWORTH TOWER
4855 W. Central Ave Toledo, Ohio 43615  |  419.531.4236   |   epworth.com

OCTOBER  2021

Regional vendors selling 
handmade items including

jewelry
soaps & lotions, 

fused & blown glass
knitted & sewn items

clothing & accessories
baked goods & coffee

and much more!
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November Tower Deadline:
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22
E-mail articles & pictures to 

communications@epworth.com

October 2021
2-3     INFO & ANNOUNCEMENTS
 +   Sympathies
	 +			Worship	Opportunities
 +   Newest Members
	 +			Baptisms
 +   Giving Statements
 +   Federal Holidays
 +   Thanks
 +   Blessing of the Animals

4 ANNOUNCEMENTS & GROW 
	 +			Letter	from	Dr.	Swisher
 +   Sunday Evening Worship
 +   Good News Items
 +   Sunday School & Bible Studies
 +   Friends in Faith Book Club
 +   Local High School Concert
 +   Healing & Wholeness Service

5 GROW & SERVE
 +   SWAT in October
	 +			Arts	&	Crafts	Bazaar
 +   Blood Drive
 +   Hawkins STEMM Academy
	 +			Jazzercise	Lo
 +   Help Our Preschool

6  KIDS & FAMILIES
 +   Kids in October
	 +			Sitter	Training
	 +			Bible	Presentation	Sunday
 +   Trunk or Treat

7  SERVE & CARE
 +   Media Ministry
 +   Flu Shot Clinic
 +   Furniture Ministry x 2
 +   Stephen Ministry
 +   Funeral Luncheon Team
 +   Fall Outdoor Cleanup
 +   Feed Your Neighbor

Sympathies	.................	 	recent deaths

•	 THE BILLIG AND SWITZER FAMILIES on the 
passing	of	Lois	Billig.

Stay Connected
• Weekly E-Newsletter  - Sign up for the weekly 

e-newsletters!		Go	to:	epworth.com/email
• Obituary Notifications 

Sign	up	to	receive	obituary	notifications!			 
Go	to:	epworth.com/email

• Social Media

/EpworthToledo

In Person Worship
Saturday:
• 4:30pm 30-minute Worship Service: Hear an inspiring 

message of faith and hope at this 30 minute service in 
the	Sanctuary.

Sunday:
• 8:30am Worship w/ Weekly Holy Communion: This 

classic service includes Holy Communion served every 
week.		

• 9:45am Classic: Steeped in the warm-hearted  
Methodist	tradition	featuring	choral	and	organ	music.	

• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced and featuring our praise 
band.		

• 6:00pm 30-minute Worship Service: Hear an inspiring 
message of faith and hope at this 30 minute service in 
the	Chapel.

Livestream Worship
Website & Facebook:
Watch	our	worship	online	at	epworth.com/live	or	on	our	
facebook	page	at	facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30am & 11am: LIVE!	
• Sunday at 9:45am:	Rebroadcast	of	8:30am	worship	

service
Television Broadcasts:
• Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB -Toledo’s religious indepen-

dent	TV	station	-	televised	broadcast	of	last	weeks’	
worship.	[Dish	channel	40,	Local	channel	6.]

Archive Worship
If you missed the message live, all of our worship 
services are available at any time and on the go!
• Podcasts: We stream our worship services on apple, 

spotify,	and	google	podcasts.	Visit	epworth.com/pod-
cast	for	links.

• Website: Access any of our previously streamed  
sermons	24/7	at	epworth.com/sermons.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THANKS!
Community Outreach Sunday, held on September 19, 
featured 17 community organizations set up in Epworth’s 
lobby and offered our members an opportunity to visit 
and learn about the organizations' mission, impact, and 
how they value individuals and community partners such 
as Epworth UMC. Epworth is proud to designate a portion 
of our members' tithes and offerings towards Outreach 
Ministry, in our community and beyond. Epworth’s Leg-
acy Fund also offers support to the Outreach Ministry 
annually. This, along with members' designated contri-
butions to specific ministries through Committed Fund 
giving, in-kind contributions, volunteering and advocacy 
allows us, as the Body of Christ, to support initiatives 
that address and impact homelessness, food insecurity, 
education, financial/economic instability, and more. We 
are grateful for the many organizations that spent their 
Sunday morning with us, and the many members that 
took advantage of visiting with them.

Epworth’s Chancel Choir opened the September 19th, 
Mud Hens game singing the National Anthem! Over 50 
Epworth members and friends enjoyed our choir per-
forming the National Anthem and a sunny game day at 
5/3 Field. Thank you to Cecil and members of Epworth’s 
Chancel Choir that lifted their voices to sing a beautiful 
rendition of our National Anthem.

Good Samaritan Fund Golf Outing The Golf Outing 
brought out over 80 golfers and raised after expenses 
$6,775.49 for those in need across our region. A special 
thank you to Joe Latorre, Bill Ludwig, Chuck Campos, and 
all of the volunteers, sponsors, and golfers. Mr. Latorre 
stated, “Our initial goal was 72 golfers and $5,000 raised 
so both were exceeded!” Pastor Steve said of this group, 
“I hope each of you feel good about the fact that you have 
tangibly helped to make the world a better place.” Con-
gratulations to the team!!

PLEASE WELCOME OUR
NEWEST MEMBERS!

ISLEY FAMILY:
TESS ISLEY

KUPSKY FAMILY

RECENT BAPTISMS
NORTHRUP FAMILY:
VIVIAN NORTHRUP

FEDERAL HOLIDAYS 
On Sunday, October 10 there will be no Sunday 6pm 
worship service and on Monday, October 11 the office will 
be closed, both in observance of Columbus Day. Then, on 
Thursday, November 11 the office will be closed in 
observance of Veterans Day.  The building will remain open 
for previously scheduled events and meetings. 

REMINDER: GIVING STATEMENTS
This is a friendly reminder that you may access your Giving 
Statements electronically through Church Community 
Builder (CCB) at any time! Instructions on how to access 
your Giving Statement online can be found on our website 
under the “Give” page. 

We understand that not everybody has email capabilities, 
and/or you may prefer to continue to receive your state-
ments through the mail. If you need to create a new login, 
would like assistance with logging in, or if you would like to 
OPT OUT of receiving your Giving Statement electronically, 
please contact Ashly Gramling via phone at 419.214.3770 or 
email at ashly@epworth.com. 

blessing
of the 

animals

We had a great time at 
the Blessing of the 
Animals service.

Thanks to all who 
participated!
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Dear friends,
Welcome to Fall!!  We’ve made it to the 
Holiday Season with Columbus Day, 
Halloween/All Saints Day, Thanksgiv-
ing, and Christmas.  As we 'Jump Into 
Fall' at Epworth UMC, here are a few 
tips for deepening your relationship 
with God:
1. Surround yourself with others who 
love Jesus. Having the support of like 

minded people who are committed to faith in Christ is 
fundamental.  

2. Make choices that bring you closer to God daily.  These 
may include regular Bible reading, intentional prayer, 
and consistent Church attendance.  

3. Share generously to make a positive difference. As we 
give our best gifts to God and those around us we are 
tangibly and irrevocably making the world a better place.  

Have an awesome October!!
Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher
Senior Pastor

ANNOUNCEMENTS & GROW

Good News
in-person worship 

community
“I really appreciate you reaching out to me! I 

have really enjoyed your contemporary 
worship service and whenever my family 

comes to visit, they always enjoy the service 
as well. Thank you for being so welcoming! 

-Sidney

United Methodist Pastor 
Bill, and his wife Corene 

worshiping with us in our 
11am worship service.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
• 9:45am  |  Adult Bible Study  |  Rm 214  

“Belong” Bible Study series, starting with “Hospitality 
to Strangers.” A sense of community and belonging are 
essential emotional connections that people need to 
thrive.  We’ll learn how to live out God’s call to show 
hospitality to the “strangers” in our lives.

• 9:45am | Coffee	&	Conversation | Rm 213 
Discuss modern day issues/current events and exam-
ine the teachings of Jesus in light of them.

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES:
• 3:30pm | Thurs Mens	Bible	Study | Lobby 

Session 1: Thru October 21  
Session 2: April 7-May 12 
10 Women of the Bible by Max Lucado. Learn about 
women in Scripture and the remarkable way God broke 
down cultural barriers to use them in the unfolding of 
His story. 

• 1pm | Tues	Womens	Bible	Study | Deep End 
Five Things God Uses to Grow Your Faith by Andy Stan-
ley. Video lesson followed by discussion questions. 
Contact Kris Martin at 248.860.1221 for more info.

SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP 
We know that life gets busy! This is especially true as the 
school year begins and our lives start to fill up with activi-
ties. Keeping that in mind, we offer 5 worship opportunities 
each weekend to accommodate diverse schedules! As you 
plan your weeks this fall and winter, keep our Sunday 6pm 
worship service in mind. This 30-minute service is meant 
for those of us on-the-go, who would still appreciate the 
experience of in-person, intimate worship each week. Tell 
your friends and family who may be interested in these 
alternative worship times. See you there!

LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT
Epworth will be hosting three local high school choirs on 
Monday, October 18 at 7pm in our church sanctuary.  The 
choirs of Ottawa Hills, Anthony Wayne, and Bowling Green 
High Schools will come together to present a program of 
choral music. Each choir will present three or four songs on 
their own and then will end the program with a combined 
number.  They are expecting to bring in 70-75 singers. Bring 
your family and friends to support these talented young 
men and women as they showcase their talents in our 
church.

FRIENDS IN FAITH BOOK CLUB
Everyone is welcome to join us at 7 pm on the 4th Tuesday 
of each month. Dessert and water will be served (or bring 
your own drink). Please RSVP to June at jargalvin@yahoo.
com. Join us on:
• October 26: 'Anxious People' by Fredrik Backman 
• November 23: 'Shepherds Abiding' by Jan Karon

HEALING & WHOLENESS SERVICE 
The Healing and Wholeness service is a time of reflection, 
praise, and prayer emphasizing connecting with God. God 
is our creator, redeemer, and sustainer. He has the power 
to heal our infirmities and the love to calm our spirit and 
to make our spirit whole. On October 11 you are invited to 
join the Healing and Wholeness team at 7pm in the chapel 
for the next service.
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GROW & SERVE 

JAZZERCISE LO 
Jazzercise Lo classes are for active seniors looking for low 
impact exercise. Jazzercise Lo is an energetic Lo impact 
class that incorporates dance moves, balance, and strength. 
Classes will alternate between all standing or partially in a 
chair (for strength portion). Classes are fun and challeng-
ing no matter what your fitness level is. What to bring? A 
water bottle, 2-5lb weights, a small towel for sweat (option-
al). What to wear? Cool clothing. Any type of loose-fitting 
workout attire or shorts. We work, it gets warm. Class times? 
MWF 9-10am in the gym! This group is open to Epworth 
senior members. For pricing and info, please contact Christy 
Owed at 419.460.1734.

PLEASE HELP OUR PRESCHOOL
Join Epworth Friends 
& Families at Shorty’s 
as we host our annual 

Preschool Shorty’s Day. 
Plan to make a lunch 

date with friends, order 
and pick up carry out, or join us for dinner at Shorty’s 

on Monroe Street on Monday, October 11.  Please 
present your special “Shorty’s Coupon” to ensure 
that Epworth Preschool will get 15% of the sales. 

The coupon is available to print at home, click here: 
epworth.com/preschool/shortysbbq. This all-day 

event is a great fundraiser and we set aside the mon-
ey each year to purchase a new piece of equipment 

each year.

Sundays at 9:45am: Donuts & The Bible
Junior SWAT (6-8th grade): Meet in the Junior High Room
Senior SWAT (9-12th grade): Meet in the Deep End 

Sundays Night's: Deep End
6-7:30pm - Junior SWAT & 7:30-9pm - Senior SWAT

Confirmation Retreat
The weekend of October 15-17 will be our first retreat 
weekend for youth involved with confirmation. The confir-
mands will be experiencing fellowship and teachings from 
Dr. Swisher and Jennie Vancil, while also serving their com-
munity in this weekend devoted to growing closer to Christ. 
If you have questions, please email chris@epworth.com. 

STUDENT 
MINISTRIES 
Students With A Task 

ARTS & CRAFTS BAZAAR
November 6 is fast approaching! Will you help? 
A successful event takes many hands.  We need volunteers, 
donations for the silent auction, and baked goods and casse-
roles for our pantry. 
Silent Auction: Can you donate a dinner, gift card, fishing 
trip, lawn service (such as raking leaves)? Or, put together 
a special basket of items with a theme…football, children’s 
activities, items for an Italian dinner—be creative!  Contact 
Carolyn Kaminski at u70m@bex.net or 419-350-3382 to 
donate to the silent auction.
Pantry: Provide baked goods or a favorite casserole (fro-
zen) for the Pantry! Deliver to the church on Friday, Nov.5 
by 2pm.
Volunteer: Contact Polly Richardson at polly1231@bex.net 
or 419-908-0590 to volunteer or sign-up on the volunteer 
board in the church lobby on Sunday.
Shop: Plan to shop at our Bazaar! Over 60 unique vendors  
are committed to the event and look forward to a successful 
day.  Bring your friends to shop, bid on silent auction items, 
and take home a tasty treat from the Pantry.
This is the major fundraiser for Epworth’s United Methodist 
Women’s support of mission work by local charities. As in 
the past, 100% of the proceeds go to support local missions.

HAWKINS STEMM ACADEMY PARTNERSHIP
Members of the Epworth-Hawkins Partnership leadership 
team gave “thumbs up” to a new volunteer recruitment 
presentation at their September meeting. Written and pro-
duced by team member Cindi Bishop and volunteer Cathy 
Schuster, the presentation is ready for viewing by groups at 
Epworth and in the community interested in learning more 
about volunteer opportunities at Hawkins STEMM Academy.  
Tutors have already begun working with students in grades 
K-3 to help prepare them for a reading readiness assess-
ment, and our volunteers treated kindergartners and their 
families to pizza and books at Kindergarten Family Night on 
September 21. 

We’d love to tell you and your friends about the many vol-
unteer opportunities at Hawkins. Contact Cindi (cbish@bex.
net) for more information or to schedule a presentation.

BLOOD DRIVE
October is Halloween season! Please be extra careful of 
ghosts, ghoulies, and especially vampires! The Red Cross 
needs your blood a bit more than those nasty vampires! 
Red Cross continues to experience an emergency shortage. 
Please join us in sharing the gift of life on October 30 from 
9am-2pm. Epworth is hosting a Red Cross blood drive in the 
Gym. You can sign up online at  redcrossblood.org or email 
Gordy for assistance, gordy59@hotmail.com.
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KIDS & FAMILIES

@epworthtoledo
epworth.com

stay connected to 
epworth	church:

WHAT KIDS ARE EXPLORING IN OCTOBER
Elementary | 9:45am 
This month, Epworth’s 
Elementary kids will meet 
at 9:45 in the children’s 
wing. We will explore what 
the Bible has to say about 
this month’s life app Indi-
viduality: Discovering who 
you’re meant to be so you 
can make a difference.  

During their large group worship and small group discus-
sion time the kids will focus on this month’s memory verse: 
“How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you 
for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very 
well.” (Psalm 139:14) Our prayer is that this month, through 
our fun sweet treat filled theme, your children will learn 
that they are a beautiful, unique creation of God and are 
filled with the confidence to live into God’s plan for their 
lives!  

Preschool & Toddler | 
Sunday AM services
This month, we continue 
our in-person gatherings 
during all Sunday morning 
worship services. Epworth’s 
Preschool and Toddler kids 
will explore the Biblical 
truth: God made me to do 
big things.  

This hands-on, action-packed large group/small group time 
will utilize a superhero theme to help your early childhood 
children discover that God has an awesome, one of a kind, 
plan for their lives! During their Bible story time, they will 
work on memorizing this Bible Memory Verse: “Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid…for the Lord your God 
goes with you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6) It is our prayer that 
your little ones will begin to understand that not only did 
God create them, but their lives have a special purpose and 
their powerful and loving God is right there with them as 
they fulfill it! 

SITTER TRAINING
Epworth Children’s Ministry is holding a sitter training on 
Sunday, October 10 from noon-1pm in the nursery for any 
youth in junior high (6th grade) or older. Sitters will be 
trained on safe sanctuary protocol, basic infant and child-
care practices, and emergency procedures, as well as how to 
use the church’s phone system.  Once trained, these youth 
would join our paid childcare team to help provide a nur-
turing Christian environment where parents can feel safe 
leaving their children so they can fully participate in the life 
of the church.  For more information, or to register for the 
training, email childcare@epworth.com.

3RD & 4TH GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION
Each fall Epworth presents Bibles to our third graders. 
However, due to last year’s shutdown, we are inviting both 
this year’s third graders and this year’s fourth graders to 
participate. The children will be presented with their very 
own Bibles on Sunday, October 17 at the 9:45 a.m. service. 
The Bible the children receive is  The Hands On Bible, which 
is a New Living Translation especially designed for young 
students and contains maps, charts, and study aids, all in an 
easy-to-read format. 

Children and parents will then be released to go to a special 
hands-on workshop titled 3rd Grade Faith Passage follow-
ing the presentation where we will learn how to use the 
Bible, what it contains, and how parents can foster an envi-
ronment of life-long faith exploration in their home. 

We look forward to having all third and fourth grade 
students participate in this special Sunday.  By working to-
gether, church and family, we can build a strong foundation 
for your children. To register your student, or to ask any 
questions, please email Mary Roesti at mary@epworth.com. 
We kindly ask that you register by October 10 so we have 
enough Bibles for all those who wish to receive one. 

Trunk -or-
Treat

TRUNK-OR-TREAT	
Trunk-or-Treat is October 24 from 
5-7pm and is FREE to the entire com-
munity!  Be sure to bring your friends, 
wear your costumes, and be ready to 
Trunk-or-Treat for candy. 
• Decorate a Trunk:  To sign up, 

email trunkortreat@epworth.com 
or call Jeff at 419-467-9932 to let 
us know! With the potential of limited trick-or-treating 
opportunities this year, we could experience record 
numbers of participants.

• Donate Candy & Non-Food Treats*:  If you can’t at-
tend the event but would still like to lend your support, 
consider donating a few bags of candy. Candy donations 
of store bought, individually wrapped pieces of candy 
may be dropped off in the church office during regular 
business hours. *Teal Pumpkin Project - We will once 
again have trunks with non-food “treats” to include chil-
dren with dietary and medical restrictions.

• Epworth Ambassadors: We will need help directing 
our community through this year’s trunk or treat event. 
Ambassadors would be working outside and inside, and 
will help direct our guests throughout the event.  
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SERVE & CARE

FURNITURE MINISTRY

Items needed for 
blessings area:

queen	comforters	
and	large	skillets

STATISTICS    SEPTEMBER:
Families:			 10
Adults:		 12
Children:			 13
Furniture:			 83

2021:
107
131
122

1,053

GET INVOLVED & SHARE CHRIST’S MESSAGE
Are you into technology or have you always wanted to be? 
Start now and make an eternal impact. We need YOU to help 
us with our new and improved media ministry production 
team! Training will be provided, so no previous experience 
or knowledge is necessary, just a willingness to serve and 
learn! Visit epworth.com/mediaministry for more info or 
contact Kyle@epworth.com. Various media ministry 
serving opportunities are listed below.

Worship at 11am:
• Projectionist (sanctuary )
• Sanctuary Audio Operator (sanctuary)
• Camera Operator (sanctuary) 
• Livestream Audio Operator (control room)
• PTZ Camera Operator/Director (control room)
• Video Switcher (control room) 

Worship at 8:30am:
• Camera Operator (sanctuary) 
• Camera/Video Switcher (control room)

Wednesday Oasis Bible Studies:
A single operator is needed for this, but it involves a setup 
process that involves audio, camera setup, and operating 
the video switcher and cameras from the control room.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue—that feeling 
of being mentally and emotionally exhausted by ev-
erything that’s going on right now? We’re all facing 
different kinds of life challenges during this time—

Isolation and loneliness; Anxiety over health; Grief; 
Juggling work, childcare, and schooling responsibil-
ities; Financial strain or job loss; Uncertainty about 

the future….the list goes on. It’s no wonder we might 
be hit by pandemic fatigue. But you don’t have to go 
through it alone. If you or someone you care about 
is experiencing difficulties like these, our Stephen 
Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage, and 
be there to offer support. It’s free and completely 
confidential, and it offers real care, comfort, and 

hope. You can find out more by talking with Bobbi 
Sanders, a pastor, or email  stephenministry@ep-

worth.com. Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR 
Thank you for your continued generosity to Feed Your 
Neighbor.  The current needs are: mixed vegetables, peas,
carrots, kidney beans, pork and beans, cream of mushroom 
soup, jelly, crackers  shampoo, bar soap, and toothpaste. If 
you have any questions, contact Carol Bardi at 
cpb5538@gmail.com.

FUNERAL LUNCHEON TEAM 
The funeral luncheon team is updating its list of volunteers. 
If you would like to continue serving on the team or would 
like to join the team, please e-mail Tom Paterson at 
tommypnow@gmail.com.

CHANGE LIVES IN OUR COMMUNITY
The furniture ministry needs volunteers to help sort bless-
ings (household items), answer donation request calls, and 
pickup furniture.  If you can spare 4 hours per month to 
help with this ministry please respond to 
volunteer@furnitureministry.org.

FALL OUTDOOR CLEANUP 
The Epworth annual fall outdoor cleanup is scheduled for 
October 30 from 9am-noon. Everyone is invited to pitch in 
to help beautify the Epworth grounds. Bring your gloves and 
extra rakes and shovels are appreciated. 

FLU	SHOT	CLINIC:	SAVE-THE-DATE
The clinic is scheduled on Sunday, November 7 in the Gym 
from 8am-12:30. The Health Department will require you 
to sign-up for appointments in advance. All you will need to 
bring to the appointment is your insurance card, a photo ID, 
and there will also be a consent form to sign. Contact Jennie 
Vancil for more information at jennie@epworth.com.
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4855	W.	Central	Avenue
Toledo,	Ohio		43615-2337

BLOOD DRIVE
October 30  |  9am-2pm  |  Gym


